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TRADE SUMMARY 


U.S. SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $287 MILLION 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $287.2 million during July 
1984-March 1985, 9 percent above a year earlier. The value of all types of 
seeds increased except grain sorghum and sugar beet seeds which declined 1 
percent and 56 percent, respectively, for the first 9 months of the 1984-5 
marketing year. Forage seed exports increased 4 percent to $54.0 million. 
Exports of vegetable seeds were stable at $106.0 million, 1 percent over last 
year. Flower seeds have continued to move well, up 27 percent to $8.0 
million. Corn and soybean seed exports increased 16 percent and 161 percent, 
respectively, totaling $62.2 million and $7.7 million for the 9-month period. 
Grain sorghum seed exports increased slightly to $22.6 million. 


Although Mexico continued as the largest market for U.S. seeds for planting, 
Shipments of $39.2 million were down 26 percent from a year earlier. Japan 
was the second largest market, increasing 7 percent to $36.9 million. 
Shipments to Italy, Canada, and the Netherlands were $32.8 million, $19.8 
million, and $14.2 million, respectively. 


The European Community as a market for U.S. seeds increased 27 percent to 
$86.3 million for the first 9 months of this marketing year. Vegetable seeds 
were the largest item to the EC, increasing 9 percent to $29.2 million. Corn 
seed exports increased 72 percent to $28.3 million while forage seed exports 
to the EC dropped 14 percent to $10.9 million. Flower and soybean seed 
shipments to the Community totaled $4.8 million and $2.5 million respectively. 


The value of forage and turf seed exports increased 4 percent to $54.0 million 
for July 1984-March 1985, and volume was up 17 percent to 43,960 tons. Japan 
and Canada were the largest markets for U.S. forage seeds. Shipments to Japan 
totalea $8.1 million, up 19 percent, and shipments to Canada dropped 24 
percent to $7.7 million. Shipments to Mexico increased 29 percent to $7.1 
mijlion. Alfalfa seed exports moved well, increasing 22 percent to $18.6 
million for the 9-month period. Bentgrass and Kentucky bluegrass seed exports 
were also active, increasing 10 percent and 8 percent in value to $2.5 million 
and $3.9 million, respectively. Clover seed exports decreased 26 percent 
below a year earlier, totaling $4.8 million. Fescue seed exports held steady 
at $4.6 million while ryegrass exports declined 16 percent to $5.4 million. 


Vegetable seed exports increased 1 percent, totaling $106.0 million, 37 
percent of total planting seed exports for the 9-month period. Major markets 
were Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, and Italy with shipments to these countries 
totaling $19.2 million, $13.6 million, $8.7 million, and $8.6 million, 
respectively. Exports to the European Community increased 9 percent to $29.2 
million. Largest individual kinds exported were bean, sweet corn, pea, and 
radish seeds with $12.0 million, $11.0 million, $10.1 million, and $9.3 
million, respectively. 


pte Sal ae te 


Flower seed exports continued to increase during this period, totaling $8.0 
million, a 2/7-percent gain over last year. Shipments to the EC increased 49 
percent to $4.8 million, 60 percent of total U.S. flower seed exports. Canada 
was also a major market for flower seeds with exports totaling $1.1 million. 


Corn seed exports increased 16 percent in value to $62.2 million but dropped 
21 percent in volume to 29,370 tons for the July 1984-March 1985 period. 
Exports to the EC increased 71 percent to 13,248 tons but were 20 percent 
below the 16,505 tons exported during July 1982-March 1983. Other major 
markets were Hungary, Mexico, and Japan with exports totaling 5,463 tons, 
2,643 tons, and 1,775 tons, respectively. 


Grain sorghum exports slowed for the period, dropping 12 percent to 24,096 
tons valued at $26.6 million. Shipments to Mexico, traditionally a large 
market, dropped 45 percent to 7,461 tons. Exports to Venezuela were up 30 
percent to 5,976 tons, while shipments to Japan increased 55 percent to 1,640 
tons. The Italian market has been active with shipments almost doubling to 
1,257 tons for the 9-month period. 


Soybean seed shipments have been active, totaling 18,931 tons valued at $7.7 
million, more than double a year earlier. Nigeria strongly entered the market 
for U.S. soybean seeds with shipments 7,621 tons valued at $2.6 million for 
the period. Italy was also a major buyer with 4,707 tons. Other important 
markets were Canada (2,406 tons), Japan (1,917 tons), and Korea (1,253 tons). 


Sugar beet seed exports dropped 46 percent to 1,083 tons valued at $1.7 
million tons. Shipments to Sweden, the major market, declined 42 percent to 
913 tons. Other markets were Denmark with shipments of 91 tons and Canada 
with 45 tons. 
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